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Dear Colleagues

In view of the recent incident, in which an open biohazard sharps container
was found outside with its contents strewn on the ground, we have
established new guidelines for safe handling of biohazard sharps containers
at the university: ' ’

e Sharp objects (needles, scalpels etc) that were in contact with animal
tissue are considered biohazard waste and must be autoclaved (this
includes needles that were used for subcutaneous injection).

e The sharps container should be marked with autoclave tape.

e The name of the lab should be clearly written on the container with a
permanent marker.

e The container should not be filled more than %a.

e The % full container should be placed in a biohazard bag for
autoclaving. The bag should have an opening of at least 5 cm.

e Each faculty should have one or more large waste cans (preferably in a
unique color) that will collect the sterilized sharps waste containers.
These cans should be clearly labeled. Once the large waste can is %
full, the contents will be taken to a garbage compactor.

e Sharps waste should never be left in public space, regardless of
whether it has been autoclaved or not.

Regards,
Esther Michael
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Tel-Aviv University
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