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המדרשה לתארים מתקדמים ע"ש משפחת סמולרש
 THE SMOLARZ FAMILY GRADUATE SCHOOL


Instructions for Students regarding Thesis and Defense

1. Submission of the Doctoral Thesis

Upon completion of the research and writing of the doctoral thesis, you must submit the thesis for evaluation through the faculty committee.
The documents should be sent in an organized email  midrasha1@tauex.tau.ac.il to the Graduate School Secretariat.

The submission must include:

a. Curriculum vitae and list of publications 
b. Final approval from the supervisor(s) confirming that the thesis is complete and suitable for submission.
c. Authors’ contribution form.
d. English abstract of the doctoral thesis as a separate file
e. The thesis should be sent as a double-sided digital file – one side including a cover page and abstract in English, and the other side including a title page and abstract in Hebrew.
f. Detailed evaluation of the supervisor(s) (Doctoral thesis evaluation form) should be sent separately by the supervisor(s) directly to the Graduate School Secretariat.

When there are two or more supervisors, it is possible to submit a joint evaluation of the supervisors.

2. Proposal of Reviewers for the thesis

a. The doctoral supervisor(s) will propose a list of at least six potential reviewers .
b. The list will first be approved by the Chair of the School Doctoral Committee.
c. The doctoral supervisor(s) will send the signed form to the Graduate School Secretariat.
d. After receiving the approval of the Chair of the School Committee, the faculty committee will select two reviewers.
e. The list of reviewers will be ranked according to the thesis' subject.

 3. Thesis Review Process

The reviewers are requested to read the thesis and send their evaluations within 60 days.
Each reviewer will submit a written evaluation, with a recommendation for one of the following options:

a. Approval of the thesis without revisions
b. Minor revisions
c. Substantial revisions requiring re-evaluation by the reviewer
d. Requirement to rewrite the thesis or part/s of it
e. Rejection of the thesis

After both reviewers’ evaluations have been received, the student and supervisor/'s will receive a summary of the review process.

If one of the reviewers requests substantial revisions, the student will receive the reviewer’s evaluation, will be asked to make revisions, and provide a response to the reviewer’s comments.

Please note: if a reviewer requests substantial revisions, the student is required to send the Graduate School Secretariat an estimate of the time needed to complete the revisions, after consultation with the supervisor(s). 

The revised thesis, together with a detailed response to the reviewers’ comments, should then be resubmitted to the Graduate School Secretariat, which will forward the materials to the reviewer for re-evaluation and final approval of the thesis.

4. Establishment of the Thesis Defense Committee

a. If the student is not required to make any revisions or receives a requirement to make minor revisions, the Graduate School Secretariat will inform the student of the reviewers’ names, appoint a Chair for the Thesis Defense Committee, and the supervisor(s) will schedule the date for the thesis defense. 
b.  If the student receives a request for substantial revisions, scheduling of the defense will take place only after receiving the final approval from the reviewer who requested the revisions.
c.  After the defense date has been set, it is the responsibility of the student and/or supervisor(s) to inform the Graduate School Secretariat of the date so that a room can be arranged and coordinated for the thesis defense.
d. In cases where one of the defense participants (the student, supervisor, and/or one of the reviewers) cannot attend the defense in person, it may be conducted via Zoom.

In such cases, sending the meeting link, preparing the invitation, and sending it to the reviewers are the responsibility of the supervisor(s) and/or the student.

5. The Thesis Defense 

The thesis defense will take place in two stages:

Stage 1: Final seminar (approximately one hour long) – open to the public
Stage 2: One-hour in-depth discussion of the research done by the student with the committee reviewers in the presence of the supervisor(s) and the Chair of the Defense Committee.

6. Committee Decision Following the Defense

After the defense, if one of the reviewers decides that additional revisions are required beyond the recommendation given in the written evaluation, the student will be given two weeks (or up to four weeks in special cases) to submit a revised version of the dissertation to the Graduate School Secretariat.

7. The Recommendation of the Committee

a. Following the defense, the Chair of the Committee will prepare a summary report including a recommendation for awarding the doctoral degree.
b. The final report will be submitted to the Graduate School Secretariat.

8. Completion of the Defense

After the Defense Committee recommends awarding the doctoral degree to the student, the student’s file will be transferred for approval by the Faculty Committee.
Upon approval by the Faculty Committee, the file will be submitted to the University Committee for review and final approval of the doctoral degree by the Senate.
The dates of the University Committee meetings can be found here.

9. Approval of the Thesis and Awarding of the Doctorate

The student will receive an email update from the Graduate School Secretariat regarding approval of the thesis.
The diploma will be awarded at the annual doctoral graduation ceremony.
The date of the ceremony will be determined and announced by the Academic Secretariat.
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